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South
Street

South Street Diner is two parts retro and three parts
delicious, serving up diner classics and New England
favorites all day long

By Samantha Tomac

Satisfies
24/7
What beats breakfast all day, a
jukebox, and sparkly vinyl
seating? In my book, very little.
South Street Diner offers that
and so much more at their cozy
space on the corner of Kneeland
and South St, a few blocks from
South Station.
You can’t miss the metallic
paneled building with a giant
coffee cup cut out sign on the
top. On the inside, you’ll find
black and white checkered tiles, a
counter that stretches the length of
the restaurant, and pictures of old
movie stars covering the back wall
of the diner. They even have an
old phone booth where workers
ring up the checks and a photo
booth to commemorate the
experience.
Originally built in 1947, the
recently renovated 24 hour
restaurant, owned by Sol Sidell, is
a mix of retro diner and nightclub,
serving students, locals, and
tourists alike. It even has a couple
claims to fame. South Street Diner
was featured in movies like “The
House Guest” with Steve Martin
and “21” starring Kevin Spacey.
Despite their stardom, the place
sticks to it’s roots of good food and
friendly service.
The servers during the day are
usually welcoming, funny. At night
I’ve had hit or miss experiences
with the service. It could be
because the late-night crowd
features more inebriated groups of
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patrons looking for a midnight
snack or more drinks. Sometimes
the waitresses have been super
chatty and helpful. Other times
though they’ve seemed dismissive
or forgetful.
Since it is small and quite
popular, there can be a wait at
high impact times like nine to
eleven a.m. or one to two a.m. If
you have a party of three or more
and are thinking about stopping in
for a late night snack, I’d take the
restaurants advice and call ahead
to reserve a booth. To move people
in and out quickly, they sometimes
even take orders from the people
waiting for a table so their meal is
ready when they sit down.
Their menu offers a wide variety
of diner staples at reasonable
prices. You can’t go wrong with
any of their breakfast options. A
popular choice, the Diner Special,
is a feast of eggs, toast, meat, and
your choice of pancakes or French
toast

They offer classic dishes like
French toast, five different types of
pancakes, omelets, waffles, steak n’
eggs, as well as some of their own
heavenly creations like the
Chocolate Fantasy French Toast or
grilled Banana bread with
whipped cream.
And what kind of diner would
they be if they didn’t serve up
burgers? Offering beef, turkey, and
veggie patties with an array of
toppings, their burgers are the
perfect anytime snack. And if
you’re over 21, there’s the ten
dollar Burger, Beer, and Fries deal
that’s a popular lunch time and
late night order.
Besides burgers, the rest of their
lunch/dinner menu was average.
Some items turned out to be
surprisingly good, like the juicy,
flavorful Portobello mushroom
sandwich.
Overall, I usually stick to
breakfast no matter what time of
day it is.
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Wicked Good, Wicked Successful
The Meteoric Rise of A Mother-Daughter Cupcake Shop
By Anna Dodge
It’s not often you hear a lucrative business person
admit, “I never saw myself doing this. It just kind of
came to me.” Yet, Danielle Desroches claims just that. I
interviewed her about the company Wicked Good
Cupcakes, which she and her mom founded in 2011,
and continue to run as its CEOs. Since it’s founding, it
has grown into an incredibly successful cupcake
company, pulling in two million dollars in revenue in the
last year alone. This sort of growth for a small startup
company is nearly unheard of, yet it began as just a
hobby for the Wicked Good CEOs. Now they’ve been
featured on show’s ranging from ABC's Shark Tank to
Good Morning America and The Kris Jenner Show.
They were even nominee’s in Martha Stewart
Magazine’s American Made contest, not to mention
their countless newspaper and magazine write ups. And
it’s all in big part due to jars, the TSA, and a Shark.

“I see us as a success
story because we are a
Mother-Daughter team
who started from
scratch in our house” Desroches
Five years ago the mother-daughter duo began
taking cake-decorating classes on a whim, and
everything “just developed from taking the classes, I
mean we never went to college for the type of work that
we’re doing.”. Tracey Noonan raised her daughter,
Dani, in Milton but was living in Boston while her
daughter lived in Plymouth. At the time, Tracey was
working as a freelance photographer while Dani, as she
laughingly told me, “was actually just working at
Cumberland farms. You know, living the dream.” The
two wanted to spend some quality time together, so they
decided to take a cake-decorating class because they
both liked baking, and it seemed like fun. After a few
months they were getting pretty good at decorating, so
they started posting some pictures of their creations.
Family and friends began requesting the treats,
and eventually the demand was so high the two opened
a store in Cohasset. “We had an oven that only baked

two dozen at a time so you can imagine that when we
had an order for 700 cupcakes two dozen wasn’t cutting
it. So in October [of 2011] we decided to open Wicked
Good.” Their popularity continued to spread
throughout the country. They were inundated with
requests to ship their cupcakes, but because of a
cupcake’s shape, and the desired level of freshness, they
couldn’t find a suitable method to do so. Until one night,
“My step dad was up late trying to think of a way to
ship our cupcakes and he saw people putting food in jars
and he was like ‘Oh you guys should do that’. At first we
were like no that’s stupid, no one’s going to want to buy
that. It looks weird! No one will understand it. But you
know we gave it a shot and it took off from there.” And
thus, Wicked Good Cupcakes in a jar were born, and
jars became the company’s signature.
Just as the company’s business was picking up,
the, “the infamous TSA story” happened. Desroches
told me that, “Pretty much a college professor received
jars as a gift from her student and she brought them to
Arizona with her on vacation. When she was trying to
bring them back from Arizona to Boston, a TSA agent
said that she can’t go on the plane with one of the jars
because it had a jell like substance. The frosting was
what was considered a jell like substance. So it was
considered a terrorist threat.”
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This was just the beginning of a stream of media
attention for the company. The duo figured since they were
experiencing such an unexpected amount of attention, they
might as well try to utilize it. So following the TSA incident
“My mom applied for Shark Tank but we didn’t really
expect much from it.” ‘Wicked good’ is a popular Boston
phrase, and the clever name set them apart, “[the casting
agent] just so happened to be
from Maine and loved the
‘wicked’ idea, and she pretty
much helped push us through
the next levels of applying.”
On April 26, 2013 Tracey
and Dani appeared on Shark
Tank, and struck a deal with
investor Kevin O’Leary.
Dani, who usually
stays out of business dealings,
is happy with how the deal
has worked out. “We were
already pretty big, and we
were already doing really
good but I have to say Shark
Tank really gave it a boost.”
In the wake of the show, she
told me “People are really
funny. When Shark Tank first
aired people would come in
and be like ‘I want a picture
with you!’ and I was like
‘uh…okay?’”. Despite their
newfound notoriety, Dani was
happy to stay out of the
spotlight and let her mother
do the talking. “My mom definitely gets a lot more of the
popularity. She does a lot more of the speaking gigs and the
TV gigs and I just kind of run the Cohasset store.
Whenever there’s a chance to see Kevin, though, I jump on
board for that.”
This reserved quality in Dani, in contrast with her
mother’s outgoingness, is just one of many differences
between the two. Tracey is tall and thin with curly gold hair
that matches her golden tan, while Dani is short and curvy
with straight dark hair that accentuates her light skin tone.
In public appearances with the two of them, such as on the
Kris Show last August, Tracey is front and center, directing
the show. Meanwhile Dani stands to the side, helps out
when necessary but doesn’t force it. Dani admits, “It is
really tough to work in family businesses because you don’t
want to offend anyone but you also want to get your point
across”. She knows this from experience, noting that she
and her mother have been through their tough times. “At
first it was hard because I never really stood up for myself

against her. I always felt like Mom was right and I was
always wrong. But then I actually grew a pair and decided
to tell her that she was wrong sometimes, and I was right
and she had to respect that.” The rough moments aside,
Dani thinks the business has really helped strengthen she
and her mother’s relationship. She told me that the best
thing to develop from the creation of Wicked Good
Cupcakes is “a closer bond
with my family. My stepdad
works here now too and well,
my mom is my mom…I feel
like [working together] has
definitely improved our
relationship together.”
Despite the ups and downs,
the family dynamic is one of
the things that set Wicked
Good Cupcakes apart. As
Dani puts it, “I see us as a
success story because we are
a Mother-Daughter team
who started from scratch in
their house and now we have
a very good company and
we’re doing really well.” Of
course, it takes more then a
good story to have a thriving
company. In a time of
abundant cupcake shops, it
can be hard for a bakery to
stand out. Dani claims the
other secret to their success
lies, of course, in the product.
“Our product is made from
all natural ingredients. We don’t use any boxes, cake mixes,
or any canned goods or anything of the sort. A lot of other
companies they just want to make cupcakes to get them out
the door and that’s just not how we roll here.”
A combination of that luck, hard work, and the
ladies’ unique story has made into a booming business. “I
just feel like we’ve been extremely lucky and fortunate to be
where we are today with out doing a lot of advertisement, I
mean we just went with word of mouth” says Dani. For the
future they hope to expand the shipping portion of the
company. “I hope to see us more as a gifting company like
1-800-flowers. I think that’s really the way to go.” For now,
they have two retail locations, the original one in Cohasset,
and their more recent branch at Faneuil Hall. They are also
available to ship nationwide from their website
(www.wickedgoodcupcakes.com). Even as they continue
to grow, they promise they won’t forget their roots. Wicked
Good Cupcakes, Dani assures me, is “a Boston thing”.
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To be Liberal,
A look at whether
Massachusetts' student
population influences
voting trends and the
political atmosphere... or
not.

pick at
college.

What
dorm to

Or not to be Liberal?

By Samantha Tomac

College students have often been
equated with having a more liberal
attitude towards social issues,
politics, and lifestyles. Google
search will tell you that being
liberal means “more open to new
behavior or opinions and willing to
discard traditional values.” This
younger demographic of voters,
ranging in age from eighteen to
early-thirties, have often been
targeted in political campaigns
because of their supposed potential
for impacting voting outcomes.
Known for its progressive stance
on gay marriage and its health
care/insurance reform, the state of
Massachusetts is also renowned for
its large student population.
Around 400,000 people attend
school in the state, and more than
three-quarters of them live in
Boston or the surrounding area
according to a Bureau of Labor
study. But despite the concentrated
population of young, and a
stereotypically more liberal
demographic, student voters do
not ultimately make Massachusetts
the “liberal” haven that most
assume it is.
One of the most important and
defining instances of liberalism in

Massachusetts, the legalization of
gay marriage, was passed not
through voting at all. Back in 2003,
the Supreme Judicial Court in
Massachusetts ruled on the case
after “seven same-sex couples in
Massachusetts went to their town
halls, applied for marriage licenses
and, after being rejected, filed a
landmark lawsuit” as a feature by
the Boston Globe detailed.
Massachusetts was the first state to
strike down DOMA and support
gay marriage. While this decision
reinforces Massachusetts’ liberal
identity, it was not decided by a
popular vote, referendum, or even
by representatives voting in state
assembly. Student and non-student
voters alike were omitted from the
process.
Another instance of
Massachusetts liberalism is the

Photo courtesy of the City of Boston

state’s health care reform, which
has affected the younger voter
demographic. In an article by
Amanda Gengler published on
CNNMoney, she explained that
18-34 year olds in Massachusetts
went from 18% uninsured to only
6% after the reform was enacted.
While public-elected officials
deliberated and implemented the
health care and insurance reform
back in 2006, the laws are still
being discussed and revised today;
and students are included in that
discussion. The Boston Globe
published an article focusing on
two students, Marc-Daniel Paul
and Jacob Miller, who attend
Boston-area universities and were
interning for State Senator Mark
Montigny.
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Individually, they both brought up
student-concerns with current pitfalls
of the state insurance system:
universities did not recognize the
state’s MassHealth insurance, forcing
students to pay thousands of dollars
for health insurance through the
school. They succeeded in getting an
amendment added to the Affordable
Care Act that forces universities to
fix the problem last July.
While this is an example of student
involvement in Massachusetts' policy,
it is too small scale and isolated to
represent student participation
throughout the state. This health
care reform fell to senators and
representatives voted into office,
falling in between a direct public
vote and judicial action. To get a
look at individual voter opinion, we
can turn to the recent legalization of
medical marijuana.
Question Three on the 2012
Massachusetts ballot proposed the
legalization of medical marijuana,
and it passed with sixty-three percent
of the votes according to the
Marijuana Policy Project.
In surveys of the Commonwealth
population, the 18-34 year old age
category showed the highest support
for the legalization of medical

400,000 students is a
miniscule amount
when compared to the
older demographics’
population
marijuana, coming in at 84 percent,
while 61 percent of the 65 and older
community supported medical
marijuana legalization.
Looking at how high the
percentage of younger adults is
compared to the older age group, it

could be assumed that young adults,
many of whom are students, were
instrumental to legalizing medical
marijuana in Massachusetts.
Many consider college to be
synonymous with experimentation,
especially with drug use. This
general acceptance of marijuana
could be why Massachusetts drew
lobbyists to push the medical
marijuana bill through: the socially
liberal atmosphere of the state
paired with a large student
population who would engender
support in their communities. Even
though Boston is one city in the
state, the state politically bodies are
housed there amidst this changing
youth electorate.
However according to the U.S.
Census, around 1.8 million Baby
Boomers (or 30% of the population)
live in Massachusetts. 400,000
students is a miniscule amount when
compared to the older demographics
numbers. Not only do older voters
have the sheer numbers over student
and younger demographics, they also
are more active in their communities
when it comes to politics and
awareness.
It’s easier to collect data on the
older, typically more grounded
demographics. Determining the
effect student voters have on the
politics of the area is quite difficult
because of issues with out-of-state
voters and absentee voters. Students
are legally allowed to vote in the
state they attend college or in their
home states, but the actual number
of students who vote in
Massachusetts is unclear.
Some undergraduate students, like
Emerson College freshman Claudia
Frye, didn’t feel like they should vote
where they go to school because
“[we’re] not here all the time. I don’t
want to mess with their community if
they live here year round,” explained
Frye. This is a similar argument that
some legislators and politicians

make. Some areas want to make it
more challenging or try to stop out
of state students from voting in
whichever state they’re living in
during the school year. Although this
is technically illegal, many students
are unaware that they have the right

“We’re not here all
the time. I don’t want
to mess with their
community if they
live here year round,”
explained Frye
to register and vote where they go to
school.
However, Massachusetts may not be
as liberal as it appears to be. Recent
events have highlighted
Massachusetts’ progress, but history
tells a different story. Boston’s oldest
sports team, the Boston Red Sox,
exemplify the resistance
Massachusetts has had with past
social movements. The Red Sox
were the dead-last major league
baseball team to allow AfricanAmericans in league play, twelve
ye a r s a f t e r Ja c k i e Ro b i n s o n
integrated the league.
Even states in the Deep South
where racism was still ingrained in a
majority of people allowed blacks to
play before the pro-abolition,
supposedly liberal Massachusetts. A
Dartmouth College study explained
that the blatant racism the
management of the Boston Red Sox
made them lose opportunities to sign
great players like Jackie Robinson
and Willie Mays, and their team
suffered losses because of it.
Looking at more modern issues,
Massachusetts is not far ahead, if
ahead at all, of its New England
neighbors.
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Despite its large student
population, Massachusetts did not
lead the changes in marijuana
legislation; and since many young
people and students are associated
with drug use and drug culture,
some may assume that this would
be a hot issue for an area with a
high density of students. In an
interview with Nantucket Island
native and current third year
Grinnell College student Lucy
McGowan, she explained her
frustrations with Massachusetts
politics and social climate. “I get
extremely irritated when people
discuss Massachusetts liberalness
because it’s not entirely true.
People from Massachusetts like to
say they’re progressive and all but
under that exterior layer they have
more conservative motives,”
explained McGowan.
The socially liberal, fiscally
conservative attitude is observable
in the state, like the election of
Re p u b l i c a n , c o n s e r v a t i ve
governors. “I think student voters
in most places sort of change the
political climate. In Boston I think
most of the real, genuine liberal

attitudes come from college
students. They don’t have the
same fiscal concerns or motives
that older demographics do.”
Student voters currently don’t
propel the liberal utopia that
Massachusetts likes to call itself,
but students themselves bring a
younger feeling to the
communities they reside in.
Perhaps older demographics
participate more in voting while
students own beliefs and attitudes
rub off on those around them.
Undergraduates and graduate
students alike bring educated,
diverse perspectives to the world
and although the concentration of
students in Massachusetts may not
be dense enough to control
elections, it is concentrated
enough to impact the general
atmosphere.
Politicians and activists will
continue to try appealing to
student or young voter
demographics and trying to
increase youth voter turnouts at
elections. The past attitudes of the
youth culture have been action,
change, and investment in their

communities and the world. In
order to have an impact on society,
on politics, and on their
communities, students must
become more engaged.
Before stressing the need for
students and young people to go
out and vote, we should focus on
getting them to care about the
issues themselves. This would lead
to increased voter turnout and
perhaps give a more accurate
glimpse at student voter
tendencies, their power over
politics, and if young people really
fit their liberal stereotype.
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Collegiate Rape Culture
Why is rape culture so prevalent on college

37.4% of rape victims were sexual
assaulted between the ages of 18 – 24, the key
college demographic, but this age group also seems
to be the one that takes it least seriously. Us college
students trivialize it, making inappropriate jokes
that do not feel wrong in the moment, but over
time seem to increase our tolerance to
inappropriate sexual behavior. They create a rape
culture, a culture that is defined as one“in which
sexual violence is considered the norm — in which
people aren’t taught not to rape, but are taught not

to be raped”. By making light of the issue, we are
accepting it as inevitable, as if rape is a fact of life.
We no longer focus on preventing the act in the first
place, but rather getting over it afterwards. 99% of
rapists are men, and 97% of people who are raped
are women. However men are much less likely to
report a rape case. But since in the vast majority of
rape cases, it is a male perpetrator and a female
victim, I will be focusing on the majority. 95% of
US men don’t rape. But that five percent of men
that do commit these heinous crimes, translates to
9

six million men. I want to address rape in its most
typical sense, which is man on women, but I am not
completely ignoring that men can get raped as well.
On a college campus “a girl has roughly the
same chance of being sexually assaulted during
college, one in four/five, as she does of getting the flu
during an average year” states a Huffington Post
article. But indifference to this behavior among
students is a new trait. During Ohio State University’s
homecoming weekend last October, a girl was sexual
assaulted on the side of the street as people streamed
by all around her. Not only did no one stop to help
her, but instead people took pictures and videos then
posted them to Instagram and Twitter with captions
mocking the drunk pair for acting “trashy”. When
protected by a computer screen people feel free to say
the cruelest things to people, and seem to forgo any
sense of empathy.
Perhaps the most disturbing part about the
above incident, and many others like it, is how much
the grief the girls were given about it. The victim
became the target of international cyber bulling as the
pictures began to be spread online. As Eva Wiseman
wrote in The Guardian, “female-focused public
humiliation, whether on a school-wide or international
scale, has become so common now that all the
responses feel tired.” Many people act as though the
female is always being unsophisticated, unrefined, a
woman of loose morals, while the guy is always just
being a guy, and a good one at that. In many sexual

“A girl has roughly
the same chance of
being sexually
assaulted during
college, one in about
five, as she does of
getting the flu during
an average year.”
assault cases, this concept turns into victim blaming.
Since society has, in a way, shaped us to
blame the girl for sexual encounters, thus comes
victim shaming in the 97% of cases with a female
victim. It is always complicated to handle a rape case,
because you must be fair to both the victim and the

accused but most cases are he said/she said.
Unfortunately, by casting such an aura of doubt
around the victim’s statement, it perpetuates the idea
that their story is something to be questioned, whereas
the accused’s denial should be taken at face value. In
reality, only around 5% of rapes turn out to be false
accusations but everyone is instantly dubious when an
accusation of rape is brought up which dissuades a
victim from reporting the crime. Among college age

women, of whom 1 in 5 will be raped, only 12%
report the assault.
This issue has recent become at hot topic here
at Emerson College, with the ongoing investigation
into how the College handles sexual assaults. At the
end of last year a group of students filed a complaint
with the Department of Education's Office for Civil
Rights against Emerson College for mishandling
several rape cases that were reported to them. An
Emerson girl was drugged and raped by an MIT boy
and she reported it to the Cambridge police, before
Emerson told her that they would handle it. The
administration then allegedly downplayed the sexual
assaults and eventually dismissed the case saying, “it
did not warrant a hearing that would fully review the
allegations”.
Emerson isn’t the only Boston school dealing
with increased scrutiny over its practices in
preventing sexual assaults, or handling there after
math.
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Nationally there has been a reduction of
rape but according to the Huffington post, “sexual
assault rates on campuses have not changed in 50
years”.. This has become such a pressing issue that
even President Obama has made it a top national
priority. In January of this year he created a task
force to address the problem of rape at colleges,
which, according to the New York Times, “released a
rundown of past and prospective administration
actions titled ‘Rape and Sexual Assault: A Renewed
Call to Action.’” The report found that rape is most
common on college campuses and, surprisingly, the
report also found that two thirds of college men who
rape a girl go on to do it an average of 6 more times.
These men aren’t facing any consequences for their
act, and instead feel almost empowered by it. Even
when they are reported, 95% of men never serve any
jail time for the sexual assault they were accused of.
The report also states “even when arrests are made,
prosecutors are often reluctant to take on rape and
sexual assault cases.”
Assailant’s social status at a school can also
contribute to this lack of follow through from
administrations, as well as the unwillingness to
report the crime. 55% of gang rapes are committed
by fraternities, and 40% by sports teams. These
school-sponsored organizations have a lot of power
on campus because of their “eliteness”. The top
fraternities on campus have a reputation of being the
hottest, smartest, and/or funniest guys and so they
can be seen, or can see them selves, as the elite few
at the school. With that comes quite an ego boost.
These guys often think they can get any girl, and do
not understand or do not accept when they are turned
down. So much of frat life revolves around the men’s
conquests that many guys feel pressured to get with
as many girls as possible. However since these
groups of men can be seen as ruling a school’s social
scene, often times a girl won’t want to speak up
against them. If a victim speaks out against a popular
frat brother, the girl is often mocked, bullied, even
ostracized by the frat and even other sororities that
are friendly with the frat.
At Division One schools, or any school
that’s big on sports and has a winning team, the
athletes can be given an almost celebrity status, and
often get special treatment from the administration.
They overlook these athlete’s mistakes because of
the awards and prestige they bring the school, and
try to brush aside any complaints against the athletes
that may arise, from drug use to rape. Amongst
athletes there is a “culture of sexual entitlement”, as
Mary Carmichael put it in her Boston Globe article
on the issue. This was made clear to Boston in 2011
when two Boston University hockey players were
accused of rape. Boston University organized a task

force to look into the hockey team and among the
details uncovered, it was revealed that there were
many reports of their sexual aggression. “A female
student told the task force that a player had shoved
his hands down her pants at a party and refused to
stop even as she was punching him. She did not
report the incident to authorities because, she said,
‘that’s just what [BU hockey players] do.’” The
report also detailed exceptions both academically
and socially that the administration made for the
players that allowed them to continue their devious
ways.

55% of gang
rapes are
committed by
fraternities, and
40% by sports
teams.
College is supposed to be a fun and
adventurous time to grow personally and
intellectually. Yet modern day society has evolved in
such a way that a woman must constantly be on
guard. She should expect to be touched
inappropriately against her will, and for others not to
take her seriously should she object to it. Modern
society has made rape into a joke, so much so that
when I say the phrase “Collegiate Rape Culture” to
several of my peers, they laugh as if I’m attempting
to crack a joke. Rape is most common on college
campuses, amongst college aged kids, yet that is the
same demographic that is least likely to report the
crime. All these are factors indicate that rape culture
is becoming a permanent part of our society, and so
we need to take major steps to change that before it
is too firmly implemented.
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Honing in on Homelessness in Boston
A simple solution is all we need
By: Mae Toohey
There has never been a time in my life when
I’ve had the worry of not having a warm, comfortable
place to sleep at night, aside from the occasional
camping trip mishap I suppose. I was born into a
family that was financially stable and able to afford the
rent it cost to live in a duplex in the city of Portland.
As something I value every day and something that I
appreciate so much, it is constantly in my mind that
many people across the globe do not have this luxury.
Homelessness is a problem across the globe. It is
startling that in places where billionaires thrive, right
next door someone is battling to find a scrap to eat. We
must break free of the “us” “them” dichotomy that
exists surrounding the homelessness. As a nation, our
relationship to those who are homeless is broken, as
Wasserman and Clair write “Where we do engage
homelessness, we mostly sit passively by and allow
service providers and government programs to
represents “us” the normal, legitimate community.”
Instead of assuming service providers are doing all the
work necessary to help the homeless, as a community
and as individuals we can each do our part.

Right
here in the city of Boston, nearly 20,000 people are
listed as homeless. I walk out the doors of the Little
Building on any given day and chances are there is at
least one person asking for money or sitting with their
entire life in a bag next to them. I see every day that
these people are looked at as outcasts in our society
and are treated differently because of this. From past
experiences I find that compassion is often forgotten
when dealing with people in tough situations living on
the street. In an article featured in the Boston Globe,
Tashea Coles a mother of two reminds us, “People not

forgetting about you, that’s what makes it better.”
Although we may not think so, a simple “hello,” can
make the biggest difference in a person’s life.
The resources that Boston has to offer for the
homeless are better than those that are offered in most
of the surrounding areas. This certainly does not mean
that the issue of homelessness should go overlooked;
many of these service institutions throughout the city
fail to reach
certain groups
of the
homeless. Yes,
there are many
shelters located
all through the
greater Boston
area, but
perhaps these
aren’t the most
effective way to
address the issue. Public policies get in the way of
those seeking shelter, criteria for acceptance into
shelters prevent some from getting help.
The Department of Neighborhood
Development in Boston works closely with these
shelters, nonprofit groups, and other outreach
programs to try to tackle homelessness in the city.
Shekhtman reports that Massachusetts has nearly
doubled spending on shelters and housing between the
years of 2007 and 2013. Yet back in December we
were sending homeless families from Boston to motels
in the western part of the state due to lack of room in
shelters. This of course is a costly solution.
The 2013 homeless census showed an overall
3.8 percent increase in the homeless population. There
was also a notable 5.8 percent increase in homeless
families.
Megan Woolhouse and David Abel note in
their article featured in the Boston Globe:
“Massachusetts has one of the most extensive shelter
systems in the country” Though with a weak economy,
poor job market, and rising rent it seems that people
are running out of alternatives and hitting dead ends
leaving homelessness at an all-time high. There have
been cuts in state and federal housing subsidies and
very high rates of both unemployment and
underemployment.
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All of these things fueling the problem more
so than ever before. As a country we have an
inadequate commitment to mental health and
substance abuse programs. Often times a stigma exists
around both of these illnesses. Those who suffer from
them are subject to stereotypes, fear, and rejection.
Again, it comes back to compassion. When it comes to
substance abuse and mental illness, it is important for
service providers to treat the personal and
psychological issues that have prevented the person
from being a part of society that is deemed as
“normal.” Substance abuse and addiction can be
treated similarly to mental illness due to the fact that it
is a mental illness in itself: “...addiction changes the
brain in fundamental ways, disturbing a person’s
normal hierarchy of needs and
desires and substituting new
priorities connected with
procuring and using the drug.
The resulting compulsive
behaviors that override the
ability to control impulses
despite the consequences are
similar to hallmarks of other
mental illnesses.” Unfortunately
many practitioners in the mental
health profession ostracize
people with addictive disorders.
Not all mental illness can be
treated successfully likewise, there are many people
whose addiction is far too strong, that little can be
done. It is an ongoing battle that as a community, a
country, and a globe, we need to continue working

towards figuring out the best way we can make
those inflicted comfortable and help them live a
happy, healthy life. Effective treatment and
assistance programs can make a huge difference
in this population of the homeless, especially
small concentrated community programs.
The LGBT community makes up a large and often
neglected portion of the homeless. This is something
that I wasn’t necessarily aware of and while I was
researching, the stories I read broke my heart. A large
portion of the LGBT community that end up on the
streets are young. Forty percent of our country’s
homeless youth identify as LGBT (Nichols 1). They’ve
come out to their families and friends and are
immediately rejected, left with nowhere else to go.
One in five transgender people have been refused a
home or an apartment in the United States due to
their gender identity (National Center for Transgender
Equality). Their conflict doesn’t stop there. Shelters

also practice discrimination, not excepting those that
identify as LGBT, especially the many religious
shelters. Often times transgendered people are forced
to stay in shelters identifying as the wrong gender
because they have no other option. In Boston we have
a few different services specifically designed to reach
out to LGBT homeless. Programs like BAGLY inc. on
Beacon Street, and Justice Resource Institute are just a
few of the safe places for the LGBT community to
seek refuge, help, and resources.
A relatively new program to target homeless
families especially has been started up by The Fireman
Foundation. It is a statewide pilot called “Secure Jobs.”
Lonnie Shekhtman writes in the Boston Globe article
“Taking a New Approach to End Homelessness” that
the foundation has
awarded the program a
budget of 1.5 million
dollars in grants to
encourage employment
as well as housing. It’s
services have reached out
to low-income families in
hopes to ultimately assist
in regaining financial
independence. The
program instills
confidence and
motivation in
participants, something that is often lost while
spending time on the streets. After spending time
without a home, many feel hopeless and ashamed,
which is just not right. It helps them to build long term
goals to get them back on track. Shekhtman says
already two thirds of those enrolled in the program
have found steady jobs.
HomeStart has also been working to target
keeping families off the streets by focusing on The
Boston Housing Authority. “The Boston Housing
Authority, the city’s largest landlord and one of the
biggest single sources of evictions in the city, began the
process of evicting more than 500 people from public
housing last year, enough to warrant its own specially
designated day each week in Boston housing court
(Woolhouse).” They’re calling it the “Court
Intervention Project.” They focus in on families that
are at very high risk of becoming homeless. The
program helps families to create budgets and pay bills
on time with whatever income they are dealing with. It
has kept an astounding number of children from
reaching the streets. After going through the program,
families have been kept from facing eviction again.
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Gentrification in Chinatown
By Brook O’Meara-Sayen
Cities, wherever they may be
located throughout the world have
a similar social structure. No matter
how or where they are situated,
what they produce or what their
claim to fame is, every city has
citizens of both the upper and
lower classes. Traditionally it has
been the duality of the cities, its
residents, and their neighborhoods
that have helped to create good
working atmospheres for
production and urban
improvement. So what happens
when these low income areas
become desirable to people in the
upper class, driving up prices and
displacing previous residents?
Gentrification happens, and it’s
happening all over the place.
Lower class residences
were being bought up by the
middle and upper class at prices
the original owners could no
longer afford. These original
owners were mostly working class
people who had lived there all
their lives and had built up a
culture around their
neighborhood. When the newer,
wealthier inhabitants moved in
they forced the workers to pay
more for their housing or find
somewhere else to live. While this
was happening in London and
other English cities, the same thing
was happening in the US. While
the economy was growing by leaps
and bounds, the workforce of
America was shirking, making way
for many new white collar jobs that
paid more and required no physical
labor. The result was that in the
1970’s and 1980’s, a new
generation with money and jobs in
cities, where most white collar jobs

are. During this time, especially
starting with President Reagan’s
economic overhaul, the poverty
rate rose as blue collar workers
could no longer find work due to
the number of white collar jobs
that flooded the market. Here we
see the basic and underlying
importance of gentrification and
the ramifications that it has for an
area. While it may be accidental it
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cannot be ignored because of the
consequences poor people suffer
and cannot control. The workers
who had long been able to
maintain a family and a house in
an urban area were finding
themselves pushed to the wayside
as developers and upper middle
class people began to capitalize on
newly founded opportunities and
success. Developers wanted to

develop new living areas that would
maximize profit, and so turned to
luxury apartments, cutting costs by
placing them in “up-and-coming”
neighborhoods, while the wealthier
classes found what they wanted in
relatively cheap luxury housing.
Every city in America, to
some extent, large or small, has felt
the effects of gentrification. Large
swatches of New York and Chicago
have succumbed to it. Seattle is,
at this point, mostly gentrified but
there is one city that stands tall on
the gentrification front, Boston.
Boston has the highest rates of
gentrification in the country. It
has been this way for a quite a
while, too.
All around us the price of
housing has doubled and doubled
and doubled again, marginalizing
most but the millionaires. From
the standpoint of government
officials and city planners, the
gentrification movement in
Boston may be something of a
boon. An influx of money to
Boston has seen economic and
social growth that never could
have been achieved through city
planning projects and programs
to increase social well-being.
Boston is still gentrifying at
dizzying rates. Boston, a recent
study found, was gentrifying. These
numbers are much higher than the
next leading cities, suggesting that
Boston is not only at the forefront
of the movement, it has seemingly
perfected it.
Coupled with the economic factors
that gentrification brings, a new
and worrisome trend beings to rear
its head:
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homogenization. Homogenization
is, in short, making everything the
same, and wherever gentrification
goes it seems to follow. This is the
gravest problem that those who
have to deal with gentrification
struggle with. Because of the the
increasingly similar population,
whole cultures that otherwise
would have flourished in urban
settlements are being removed and
relocated at great cost. Places like
Chinatown, Little Dominica, and
others produce a unique culture
that cannot be replicated and that
adds a great deal of value to a city.
In places like these you can go to
authentic cultural restaurants run
by people who immigrated here, go
to shops that would otherwise only
exist in other countries and
experience a different way of life
for a few blocks. Homogenization
removes the fascinatingly diverse
aspects of city life, both beautiful
and unsavory, and whitewashes
everything into a landscape of
generic pizza parlors and dry
cleaning shops, which is of course
bad for the city. While
gentrification may play an
important role in marginalizing
minorities, homogenization
effectively removes them entirely,
replacing everything with the everexpanding urbanite culture of rich
whites.
There is one area of Boston that is
feeling the effects of gentrification
induced homogenization in a much
harsher and more real way than
the rest of the city. Chinatown,
located below the Theater and
Financial Districts, and above the
South End has more to worry
about than just rising rents,
although that is a big concern too.
Chinatown is predominantly a
place where Chinese workers come
to find work in America.
Historically these migrants have
not been wealthy, making

Chinatown on the whole a low
income area. Chinatown has been
fighting for its survival from its
birth. Because it is an area of
lower-income working immigrants
it has through its history been
targeted by governments who pay
little attention to the residents of
the area. Urban renewal projects
have demolished thousands of
housing units to build major
highways, and allow universities to
expand at low costs. It threatened
the culture of Chinatown by
moving the adult industry down
onto its edges, and more recently
the city of Boston has allowed
luxury condominiums to be built in
Chinatown, which stand out in the
neighborhood and are
predominantly populated by
upper-class white people. Since the
culture is so different and distinct
in Chinatown, it is also much more
susceptible to the negative effects of
homogenization.
As the region became
more built up, it was not native
Chinatown residents doing the
expanding. Most of the new
housing developments are luxury
housing that the workers of
Chinatown can not afford. The
people who do move into them
were the customary affluent white
demographic that is a notorious
harbinger of gentrification.
Chinatown is perhaps the
best known and most pronounced
ethnic area in Boston, as it is in
many other cities as well. It has a
large amount of cultural and social
significance to the people that live
there and to the city of Boston as a
whole. Without Chinatown Boston
would survive but one of its
mainstays would be gone, and
downtown Boston would be
completely altered negatively. Here
the ideas brought up before take on
an identifiable face, the abstract
term gentrification becomes real

and it is easy to see the effects. Just
by spending fifteen minutes
walking around the area the
gentrification has already become
noticeable and the effects it is
having become just as obvious.
Huge luxury buildings such as The
Kensington are springing up,
entirely out of place and eclipsing
the local color. These huge stone
monoliths loom over the rest of the
neighborhood, completely
impenetrable to the local residents
and promoting the lifestyles of
those who can offer nothing to the
already waning culture.
Urban planning and
revitalization projects can become
catalysts for gentrification but it is
much harder to stop gentrification
that is already taking place in
neighborhoods. Rent control could
play a role in maintaining the
population of long-time residents,
but even this is not infallible to the
wiles of money. Building
moratoriums in at risk areas could
help to stem the tide of luxury
condos that seem to pop up
overnight, thereby containing at
least some of the influx of
affluence that would purchase
them. Since gentrification is
something that isn’t going to
disappear in the night perhaps it is
time to cut our losses and allow
some neighborhoods to become
entirely homogenized in order to
save other areas with more vibrant
and valuable cultures. Perhaps tax
credits could help motivate
landlords to keep lower income
residents as tenants to ensure that
some apartments stay affordable in
the city. Ultimately however, the
city and its neighborhoods will go
the way the money wants them to
go and without some system of
checks and balances we could one
day see a whitewashed Boston from
the North End to Dorchester.
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Marijuana on One, Reefer on Two
The oldest debate in the book, the legalization of marijuana.
By : Peri Lapidus
It is a common phenomenon, for an Emerson College
student, to walk through the Boston Garden and smell
an interesting aroma in the air. Some classify it as a
skunky smell, others can identify the oder straight a
way, as the yell out, “Thats weed”.
In 2008, the state of Massachusetts voted to
decriminalize marijuana. Then, in November of 2012,
the people voted to legalize the use of medical
marijuana. With this progress aside, marijuana is still
illegal recreationally. After all the facts are laid out,
legalizing marijuana completely in Boston, and the
state of Massachusetts as a whole, would benefit the
city and its people more then keeping it illegal. The
city is moving towards this idea, since the legalization
of medical marijuana was
passed by a citizens vote.
The proposition
that passed enabled the
creation of 20
dispensaries to be placed
in Massachusetts
(allocated for special
areas away from
neighbor hoods and areas
with lots of children).
The law would allow
those in possession of a
med card a “60-day
supply of marijuana for
personal medical use”
according to an article by CBS.
Massachusetts is the twelfth state to legalize
the use of this plant for medical reasons. One reason
that can explain why it’s taken such a long time for
states to legalize the use of medical marijuana is
because due to its classification as a Schedule 1
Narcotic it has not been properly studied. Doctors
have recently been making new discoveries about
how Marijuana can help people. the long list includes
Alzheimer's diseases, anorexia, AIDS wasting,

arthritis, cancer, Crohn’s disease, epilepsy, glaucoma,
migraine, multiple sclerosis, nausea, depression/
mental illnesses, and pain in general. Yeah, the list is
actually that long.
Even with all this evidence, some Doctors
still don’t consider Marijuana as a real type of
medicine. While some doctors still refuse to prescribe
their patients marijuana for symptoms, Oxycotten is
still being dulled out to patients. Oxycontin has been
proven to be more harmful then marijuana. It has been
proven to be extremely addictive and has been shown
to be a gateway drug to heroin, and yet doctors still
prescribe this drug to their patients.
Weed has actually been proved to do less
harm to the human
body and mind
then alcohol and
cigarettes.
Cigarettes have
been shown to
cause numerous
types of cancer.
Alcohol has led to
both physical
deaths and deaths
from accidents. In
2011 a study
showed that 33%
of driving fatalities
that occur red in
Boston involved alcohol-impaired drivers. Tobacco,
which is completely legal and is legal for people who
are only 18 years old, can cause thirteen different
types of cancer as well as many heart, bone, lung and
vision problems People seem to have the crazy notion
that drinking and either driving or handling
equipment is a good idea. Drunk people think lots of
things are good ideas. While both of these past times
are highly dangerous, they are both legal for people
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to by, and Cigarettes are legal for 18 year olds to
purchase. Yet weed is barley legal for medical
reasons.
both legal for people to by, and Cigarettes are legal
for 18 year olds to purchase. Yet weed is barley
legal for medical reasons.
Since medical legalization, the question has
come up about recreational legalization. What
would it help? Would it even help at all? There is a
large amount of money that is being made in
underground drug markets at the moment, just from
the weed market. By making recreational marijuana
legal in Boston, that money would no longer be
going to drug dealers. The money would go to the
government in Massachusetts, which would then be
passed down to the city of Boston. The potential
money could be used to fund schools, homeless
shelters, and it would provide money for other

In 2010, [Sixty percent] of the 38,329
overdose induced deaths were related
to prescription drugs. In the same year,
a total of 25,692 persons died of
alcohol-induced causes, including
accidental poisoning and disease from
dependent use. - Wang, Hufﬁﾞngton
Post
places in Boston that really need the money, and
there are a lot of people in places in Boston that
need that money.
An example of how successful a state will
become after legalizing recreational marijuana
would be the state of Colorado. Colorado was the
first state to allow recreational marijuana smoking
and sales. After the state passed their marijuana
laws, the 37 dispensaries around the state reported
first week retail sales to The Huffington Post
that,when added together, were roughly $5 million.
Yes, that is the real number. $5 million that went
back to help Colorado. Not only would Boston
make around that much once the system was set up,

passing a recreational law would save
Massachusetts money by no longer having to spend
police money on arresting people caught with a
minor possession.
The war on drugs has cost the United States
around $50,000,000,000 and has led to the arrest of
around 700,000 people every year with a marijuana
possession
c h a r g e ,
according to
drug war
statistics.
Those 700,000
people who
were arrested
for Marijuana
would help
lower the
crime rate in
Boston, a
crime rate
which needs to
be lowered.
Photo Curtesy of Nickijauna.tumblr.com The lowering
of crime and
reduction of an entire black market took place with
prohibition in the 1900’s. When alcohol became
illegal many politicians did not think of the actual
consciences. Make alcohol illegal? Half of America
just becomes criminals. So finally, thanks to their
better judgement, the government appealed
prohibition and crime rates dropped. The black
market started to crumble and fall until it was gone
completely. This is the closest time we have to
compare to what could happen now a days, and
obviously the reaction to legalization of recreational
weed wont be exactly the same, but based off of the
facts, a similar situation will occur.
People are starting to get very bored by this
argument. They have heard all the facts and believe
that Marijuana should have been legalized a long
time ago, yet it is still very much illegal. However,
we seem to be getting close and closer to legalizing
recreational marijuana and finally appeasing people
all over the United States.
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Up on the Horse
The Journey of a Bostonian
By Brook O’Meara-Sayen
Max Musacchio is walking
down the Boston Common towards
me. His long arms are swinging in
time with his bouncing gait and he
has a cigarette jammed in one corner
of his grinning mouth. He is well
over six feet tall, and from a
distance looks just like he did in
high school: long, lanky, and
dressed in baggy grey clothing. It’s
been almost a year since I’ve seen
him, and when he gets closer it is
obvious that he is healthier than he
was then. My last interaction with
him before now was in the cafeteria
of our boarding school during lunch.
“I’ve got a fucking stomach ulcer,
man,” he complained then. “This shit
is killing me.” He tried to laugh but
grimaced with chapped lips before
wandering away. Looking at him
now, months later, it is relieving to
see how much better he has gotten.
He looks as though he’s beaten a
terminal disease, and in many
respects, he has.
The disease Max beat is not a
canonical illness but something that
falls into a strange grey area because
it stands in a category by itself.
What Max had, and what millions of
American have, is addiction. Max
was addicted to drugs, both street
and pharmaceutical. The addictive
qualities of these substances
combined with an unfortunate
predisposition to addiction lead to
fully blown heroin and alcohol
addictions, from which he is still
recovering.
At a young age his parents
warned him about substances,
sighting a long family history of
abuse. “I was afraid of drugs, I never
thought I needed them because I
was a pretty content little kid,” he
said. This lasted until he about to
turn thirteen, when he was given his
first taste of alcohol at a friends
house. “We just got shitfaced, and it
was perfect. It was so fucking

awesome. I woke up and I was sick
as fuck, just really hung over. My
three other friends were hungover
too and they said ‘That was fun but I
feel like shit and I don’t want to do
that for a long time.’ I was just like
‘You guys are crazy, that was
fucking awesome!” After this Max
had found somewhat of a new
hobby. He would drink alone in his
room after his parents went to bed.
“I drank a lot that year. I drank
alone. I drank to get blacked out
when I was thirteen. I took off right
away.”
By the time freshman year of
high-school rolled around Max was
smoking pot before school and
picked up a marijuana citation,
which lead to Max getting THC
tests. The tests were not a deterrent.
“I hated being sober,” he said. “I
pretty much just wanted to get high
and I knew there were other drugs.
Every time I move up a step from,
like, pot to pills to heroin, I think
‘Do I want to make this leap?’ and
then I’m just like ‘Yeah’.” The next
step was Klonopin, an anti-anxiety
drug similar to Xanax, which he
discovered sophomore year. “I
needed to be high at school. I don’t
know what it was but I hated being
at school sober, so I filled up a bag
of pills and took it to school. I was
going to the bathroom, crushing up
pills, snorting them at school.”
Not longer after opiates, such as
Oxycontin, were introduced to him.
“That was the best. I loved opiates
so much. They were better than
anything I’d ever tried. They were
just little Perc[ocets]s, but loved the
shit.” As expected the crowd that
came with illicit use of
pharmaceuticals, especially in the
case of opiates due to their
extremely habit forming nature, was
not a supportive one. When
Oxycontin became to expensive,
someone suggested heroin, a

cheaper, more potent alternative. By
the winter of junior year of highschool Max had tried it and
immediately fell in love. Not long
after this his parents discovered the
extent of his drug use, pulled him
out of school and pushed him into
an out-patient program, a lowintensity rehab. It didn’t work, partly
because he didn’t want it to work.
The next year Max enrolled at the
Putney School in Putney, VT.
The Putney School bills itself as
a “progressive education” institution.
Most of the students live on campus
for the school year. There are few
rules, instead the instructors try to
plant the seeds of responsibility in
their students. For some it works,
and for others it does not. I had gone
there previously for a year when
Max arrived at the beginning of my
junior year. Max was repeating his
junior year because he had been
pulled out of school the previous
spring. We quickly became friends.
Later in the year Max was sent to inpatient rehab by the school, citing
excessive drug use.
When school ended, Max
returned to Boston for the summer
and got back into his old routine. “I
was so fucking ready to just get
back to Boston and really get into
the drugs I used to do, and thats
exactly what I did. Right away, I
was getting high all day, every day.
Pills, heroin. I started drinking so
much that summer. I don’t even
know why but I would get
hammered every night, all while on
other drugs. Alcohol really took a
back seat to drugs when I was
heavily using drugs. It was like that
for about two years, I hadn’t really
touched that much alcohol, but that
summer, I think it was because I
was doing a lot of speed I just
needed to sleep from time to time
and I would just pass out from
drinking.
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I didn’t really see people, I was
just at home, in my room, drinking all
the time.”
When school started again in
September, Max and I were living
next to each other, along with two
other friends in a dorm designated for
senior boys. We enjoyed the what we
thought was virtually unlimited
freedom until Max was caught for
drinking and took a leave of absence.
Once again, rehab was unable to
convince Max of sobriety, and now,
living off campus with one of the
school’s teachers as a form of
punishment, he became reclusive and
sank into the ever-deepening pit of
addiction. He began again to heavily
use heroin, and drank constantly. Here
he developed the stomach ulcer, from
drinking hand-sanitizer or vanilla
extract when other alcohol was not
readily available. He left school
again, for good, a month before
graduation. This time, instead of
going home he lived with a friend
who was also in the throes of heroin
addiction. Two weeks later Max
overdosed and was sent to rehab in
Minnesota, where he stayed for more
than half a year, getting clean.
Now, Max is back in Boston,
living with friends he met while in a
half-way house in Minnesota,
working at a bookstore in Brookline.
He has been sober since the spring of
last year and is working his way
through the 12-Step program. He has
come to accept that he has the disease
of addiction, and is working his way
through it thoughtfully and
completely.
****
While addicted to something your
mind, usually a whirling mass of
thoughts and emotions takes on the
aspect of a book with two pages: high
and sober. “It was very black and
white. If I had drugs or booze I was
golden. It was perfect. If I didn't it
was the fucking worst. There was no
in between.”
Max acknowledges that he was
born with the genes that make him
more likely to become addicted to
substances. This, he said, was
liberating because it validates his

sentiments that addiction is not just an
affliction brought about by poor life
choices. Some part of him is
hardwired to desire things to the point
of consuming him, and realizing that
in term will help to understand that he
must stay clean or face dire
consequences.
Physical dependency for Max,
while present, was not the main part
of the addiction he faced. “Where it
really comes in and where it really
becomes a disease is that you're
fucking obsessed with it. You're
absolutely obsessed with it. You
cannot reach a state of contentment
unless you have it and thats a
guarantee. Nothing…measures up to
drugs when you're in an active drug
addiction. That takes a lot away. It
makes your life incredibly one
dimensional. Thats what makes it so
hard to quit.”
The toll it took mentally on him
was immense. The strain of addiction
is something that is almost impossible
to understand without having gone
through it. Most of the strain comes in
the form of unrelenting and
overpowering need, need on level that
most people have never experienced.
“When someone is actively in drug
addiction drugs trump [everything],
so you start to look at drugs the way
you would look at fucking water if
you were in the desert. I’m not gonna
say the feeling is that severe and that
mandatory, but its pretty fucking
close. It sounds ridiculous but its
pretty fucking close. It’s right there.
I’ve never had a stronger desire in my
life. It completely warps your
character.”
The changes he has noticed, even
in the ten months that he has been
sober have been astounding. “I can
start to see that things in my life that
were once valuable to me and brought
me enjoyment are coming back. Basic
day to day things like hanging out
with my friends. Before I wouldn't
bother hanging out with friends unless
there were drugs involved.” Because
addiction transforms your mind so
drastically, reforming from it is not an
overnight process. Now, ten months
later, Max still doesn’t see progress as
it occurs. While he knows that he has
made advancements, the only time he

can see them is when he looks back at
how it was before he got sober.
The first big step, he said, was
just learning to be content without
drugs. “At some point therethere has
to be some kind of psychic change to
where like you can be content where
you're at and not need something
outside of yourself, whether it be sex,
drugs, money, whatever to make you
happy, you can just be where you
are.”
While he acknowledges that since
he has become clean most things have
taken on an immutable aspect of the
mundane, he is fine with it. The
tradeoffs are well worth the
occasional boredom. Along with
contentment, Max has noticed that he
has become less hateful, something he
attributed to addiction. “I used to be
so fucking hateful, I was unbelievably
judgmental and angry and did not
care to hide it at all. Now I’m finding
things just go a lot more nicely if you
just treat everyone with respect and
don’t judge people. I know that I’ve
done things that are fucking sicker
than just about anyone I know, and if
there are people in the world that
don’t judge me and can look past
those things then its almost my
fucking duty to accept everyone.”
When I first saw him again after
his hiatus I was shocked. In ten
months Max has become a person
again, not just a skeleton who
somehow managed to walk around,
powered only by a desire to fix his
current state of sobriety. He laughs
and jokes, his skin has color, and his
beard, while still scraggly, seems to
be growing instead of just clinging on
for dear life. He wants to become a
substance abuse counselor. He tours
the Boston area lobbying hospitals to
require first responders to carry
Narcan, a drug that reverses the
effects of opiate overdose, saving
lives. He is keeping busy because he
knows he has to, but also because
now, finally out of the fog, he can do
what he likes. “Beating addiction was
the hardest thing I’ll ever have to do,
and I got that out of the way by the
time I was twenty,” he said, and
laughed.
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WAXAHATCHEE, POTTY MOUTH, ALL DOGS, AND
CAYETANA AT GREAT SCOTT 1/22
CONCERT REVIEW
By Annie Fell
An attitude toward musician usually gets
better after seeing him or her live. Be it someone with
whom you were only vaguely familiar or a band you
have been obsessing over for the past few years, a new
appreciation is gained after being in the same room as
the music is played from its original source. Maybe
that’s getting too philosophical for a $12 show in a
dingy bar, but it still rings true in the case of
Waxahatchee’s sold out show at the Great Scott on
January 22.
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The Great Scott, located right off of the Green line
in Allston, MA, is a relatively new venue, having been
established in 2004. Being one of the truest
embodiments of the phrase “dive bar”, it is the
perfect setting for a lineup consisting of mostly
flannel-clad garage punk bands. Upon walking
toward the Great Scott’s headquarters on the corner
of Harvard and Commonwealth, it’s pretty easy to
tell if a show has been sold out—a congregation of
young people dressed in clothes so trendy that it’s
possible they just stepped out of a time machine from
either the future or past looking sullen fill the
sidewalk. It doesn’t seem like it should be necessary to

buy tickets to a local bar show in advance, but at the
Great Scott it really is due to its small size. There are
few things worse than taking the T all the way to
Allston just to sit on the front steps in the cold
listening to the muffled sounds of the band playing
inside. However, if you’re savvy enough to buy an
advance ticket, upon entering you will be greeted by a
smattering of tables and chairs in the world’s most
awkwardly set up bar area (which the giant sharpie
Xs on my hand prevented me from reviewing),
flowing directly into the space surrounding the stage.
There is plenty of free room on three sides of the
small stage, making it fairly easy to find a spot close to
the front. There really isn’t much to the Great Scott
aesthetically—it’s basically just the standard bar/
concert venue. Fortunately, though, it doesn’t need to
be anything more than that. The bands gracing the
Great Scott’s stage give the venue its life and the
audience certainly seems more than content with
that.
Every band who played excitedly said the
exact same sentence: this is a dream lineup. It’s
definitely an important sentiment to be shared, as it
proved to give the show overall a sense of seamless
cohesiveness. First up was Cayetana of Philidelphia.
The band, currently on tour with Waxahatchee,
consists of members Augusta Koch (vocals, guitar),
Allegra Anka (bass), and Kelly Olson (drums). Their
to bring back violent flashbacks of middle school
angst—perfect for energizing the, at this point,
slightly thin crowd. Koch’s roughly melodic voice
reverberated throughout the room, simultaneously
calming and exciting.
Near the end of their set, Koch proclaimed
“This next song is about south Philadelphia…” She
continued hesitantly, “Born and raised… on the
playground?” A relatively light-hearted set-up for a
song that begins with the lines “I fall asleep to the
sound of violence/I wake up to the sound of sirens”.
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Next on the lineup was slightly grittier All
Dogs. Hailing from Columbus, OH, the band is led
by singer and guitarist Maryn Jones along with
bassist Amanda Bartley and drummer Jesse
Withers. It’s hard to be the virtual middle child of a
lineup so big, but All Dogs held their own. There
was nothing particularly spectacular about their set,
but they managed to keep people’s attention in the
midst of a long night, which is certainly worth
some praise.
The crowd had filled out by the time the
stage was taken over by Massachusetts’s own Potty
Mouth, which is made up by Abby Weems (vocals,
rhythm guitar), Ally Einbinder (bass), Phoebe
Harris (lead guitar), and Victoria Mandanas
(drums). The band came together in 2011 during
their time at Smith College in Northampton, MA,
with the exception of Weems who graduated high
school just last year. Their set list balanced songs
from both their 2012 EP and last year’s debut
album Hell Bent. Weems’s deadpan voice
commanded the attention of everyone in the room
while Mandanas’s seemingly effortlessly skilled
drumming tied it all together. Before they played
their final song, Harris stepped up to her previously
unused mic, asking “Is this on? Because I’m gonna
use it now.” prompting laughter from her
bandmates. “What, sometimes they turn it off if I
don’t use it. It’s happened before!” She then
immediately tore into the album closer “The Better
End”, wailing “Here’s the thing/I’m the best/I
know it’s hard to digest”. Immature taunts in the
most compelling way possible.

Photo by Christine Varriale

Finally, at around 11:30 P.M., our
h e a d l i n e r Wa x a h a t ch e e t o o k t h e s t a g e.
Waxahatchee, a critical success that hasn’t had
much mainstream play, is the brainchild of folk-pop
singer/songwriter Katie Crutchfield. Crutchfield is
currently on a U.S. tour promoting her newest
album Cerulean Salt, which was placed on many year
end lists, including Pitchfork’s Top 50 Albums of
2013. The room was packed, the crowd carefully
watching as Crutchfield readied her equipment.
She began her set with only her slow, smooth voice
and coarse electric guitar, a change of pace
enthralling the crowd. After a few solo songs, her
band joined her. The fuller sound was completely
unexpected considering the soft modern folk songs
on the album. I had always felt that something was
missing in the two Waxahatchee albums, but that
opinion has changed completely after seeing her
live. Crutchfield is far from the standard singersongwriter with an acoustic guitar—she can move
seamlessly from solo act to front woman of a gritty
pop band. Now listening to the quiet strumming of
Crutchfield’s guitar or her lo-fi bedroom
recordings, it feels as if a new level has been
uncovered. Sometimes, all that’s needed is a new
perspective.
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LOTUS with THE WERKS
Groovin’ the Night Away.
Mae Toohey

At a first listen Lotus is just some funky beats
mixed together into a song that is just made for dancing.
Arguably their most popular song, “Spiritualize” , would
make just about anybody get up and groove along to the
hypnotic tune. Lotus provides a really interesting balance
between a classic “jam band” and a more techno/
electronic dance disco type group. Leaning more on the
jam band side, they have the guitar riffs similar to say
Umphrey’s Mcgee; but they also have fast paced catchy
dance beats in the background, and synths. A jam band
usually consists of the standard drums, bass, and guitar,
and a varying combination of more eclectic additional
pieces. The jam band genre is
known for live albums and
concerts which in turn relate
to a unique fan culture. Jam
bands usually have highly
improvisational songs featured
at their shows, with rhythmic
grooves and chord patterns
sprinkled in the background.
Their concerts usually consist
of long sets and cross many
genre boundaries.
Lotus formed in 1999
in Indiana and is officially
classified as electronic jam
band. They are a five piece
band featuring: percussion
styled by Chuck Morris, Mike
Greenfield on the drums, bass
and sampler mastered by Jesse Miller, Mike Rempel
handling the guitar, and Luke Miller on keyboards and
occasionally additional guitar. For the most part Lotus is
instrumental and improvisation based. Drawing on
Rock, Jazz, Hip-Hop, Funk, Jam, and Electronica, Lotus
is a little bit of everything. Having just released a new
album this past September, they just kicked off their
2014 tour with Boston as one of their first dates.
The Werks, who took on the task of opening up
the concert for Lotus, hail from Dayton, Ohio. They are
similarly well known for their improvisational live shows
as well as melding a variety of music genres. The Werks

includes Dave Bartoletti on the keyboard, Rob Chafin
on the drums, on guitar is Chris Houser, and bass is
manned by Chuck Love.
I arrived at The House of Blues and the line to
get in was already going down Lansdowne street,
stretching past the sausage vendors that were braving the
cold. This was my first time at the House of Blues for a
concert, and overall I liked the venue. It was a bit bigger
than other venues I have been to around Boston but at
the same time still small enough to feel a certain
connection with the band. In comparison to the Bank of
America Pavillion on the waterfront this venue is much

more intimate; yet in comparison to say Brighton Music
Hall it allots much more space.
The place was relatively packed as tickets sold
out that evening. The ceiling featured a huge disco ball
with many others of various sizes surrounding it. Above
the stage there were various symbols such as ohm, yin
yang, hamsa hand, and a big circle that asked the
ominous question “Who do you love?”
The Werks started out the night by getting
everyone hoppin to their more psychedelic tunes. The
lights were a bit much, almost detracting from the music
itself. After a relatively brief set, the crowd waited to
techno background music as the stage was prepared for
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Lotus. At last Lotus appeared around nine
and everybody cheered in excitement. The band
immediately started jamming away beginning with
“Wax,” which was followed by the catchy “Break,
Build, Burn.” Each song was somewhat similar to the
other that they seemed to blend into one long ultimate
anthem of funky goodness.
Lights always catch my attention when at a
concert. Lotus excels in both an ideal groovy
soundtrack and spectacular lights to compliment. The
stage was pretty simplistic but the light set-up was
extremely complex. Each song had its own unique
twist and as the lights paired up with each note it was
a fantastic experience. As the lights from the stage hit
the disco balls on the ceiling the crowd was speckled
with sparkles of light all over creating a wondrous site
as we all danced along.
As far as the crowd goes, everybody was moving.
Literally the entire crowd danced along to the mind
numbing sounds regardless of whether or not they had
rhythm. It was definitely a colorful group of people.
Lots of tie dye and long hair was easily spotted
throughout the crowd. The vibes between the band
and the audience were mystical. Everyone was smiling
as they boogied around the dancefloor, and as I looked
up from general admission I could see that everybody
on the balconies was doing the same.
The band took a brief break after playing
eight lengthy jams. They began their next set with
“Bush Pilot” which has some great horns featured in
it’s start. They continued with their mesmerizing
melodies; this set featuring some slower songs. Finally
they finished up with “Flower Sermon.” This song has
crazy fast paced beats throughout it, featuring all kinds
of percussion such as jumpy bongo drums. It was the
ideal way to end the fun night.
At a relatively low price of twenty five dollars,
overall it was a fulfilling concert. I had a blast dancing
around to the magical mixture of beats. Even though
the songs don’t have lyrics, and from time to time it
was hard to tell one song from the other, the overall
atmosphere greatly made up for it.

Overall Rating: 4 stars
Venue: 3 ½ stars
Entertainment: 4 stars
Cost: 5 stars
Crowd: 4 stars
Mood/Atmosphere: 4 stars

At a relatively low price of twenty five dollars, overall
it was a fulfilling concert. I had a blast dancing around
to the magical mixture of beats. Even though the
songs don’t have lyrics, and from time to time it was
hard to tell one song from the other, the overall
atmosphere greatly made up for it.
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THE CAVE KIDS OF BOSTON
A look inside Boston's DIY community
By Annie Fell
The Green St. stop on the Orange Line is
alarming—not because the station is particularly seedy,
but because the transition from downtown Boston’s
bustling nightlife to the sleepy suburb of Jamaica Plain
almost feels like stepping off a train onto another planet.
The icy quiet of JP in the winter proves to be nothing
short of eerie, and the dim streetlights sparsely scattered
down the unpaved road aren’t helping.
The first schlep to Whitehaus—one of the
premier DIY venues in the Boston area—is a tense one,
particularly when snow and slush are peripheral
characters in the journey. But after reaching the end of
Seaverns Ave. and seeing the congregation of people in
flannels and ratty t-shirts on the porch, it’s entirely
apparent that: A. basically everyone there is just out of
college or even older and B. the hike was totally worth it.
Though the age gap is fairly intimidating, especially to a
group of college freshmen, it almost feels like a rite of
passage, being the youngest person in the whole house
and also the only one not offered a beer.
Though the exterior of looks exactly like the rest
of the suburban homes on the street (never mind the
crust punks) inside it has the exact décor one would
expect of an artists colony: vinyl records, posters, and
random junk-based sculptures strewn throughout the
eight bedroom house, creating a cacophonous
atmosphere that for a newcomer can be both intriguing
and overwhelming. In other words, it is the perfect
setting in which to enjoy a night of wonderfully shitty
local garage punk bands.
DIY venues are exactly what the name suggests
—large houses in which art collectives, usually consisting
of mostly musicians, will host concerts, poetry readings,
film showings, and just about anything related to the
arts. The collectives will often also function as a booking
agency and/or a record label for local bands. As Zach
Staggers, co-founder of the all-ages DIY venue Shea
Stadium in New York City, once said: “DIY, DIY, DIY:
because nobody else is doing it for us.”
Whitehaus is probably the most prolific of Boston’s
DIY venues. It has been up and running for over five
years, which is an impressive amount of time and
extremely rare. Boston DIY venues have a history of
being shut down by the police on the basis of being a
“public nuisance” under a noise ordinance law
established in 2012. Under the most recent law, the

police would be able to issue a $100 fine for the first
noise offense and then $300 for the second, and would
hold landlords more responsible, ultimately making it
easier to evict tenants. The law was intended to control
noisy parties but has come to include house shows in
the same category.
The siege has become more specific to house
shows in more recent months, as cops have become
known for “catfishing”—creating fake online personas
—to find out the location of the shows.

http://stantonova.com/2012/08/07/whitehau/

Though Whitehaus is still a functioning DIY house, it
no longer hosts shows on the same scale as other
houses because of a police raid in October of 2012 that
led to their landlord not offering them a new lease. This
highlights one of the most damaging effects of the
noise ordinance: eviction. The members of Whitehaus
came close to being kicked out of their home, but
ended up being able to continue living there as long as
they stopped hosting shows. However, not all members
of the community have been so lucky; the inhabitants
of Gay Gardens, a long-running venue in Allston,

were evicted in 2013.
The concern over the noise is understandable,
but music journalist and Boston resident Liz Pelly
brings up a good point in her appeal against the law:
“This new noise ordinance would encourage folks to
call the police every time they hear a noisy guitar riff
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or the pound of a drum—rather than walk
over to their neighbors house and fostering a
community dialogue, working together to meet
everyone’s needs". It is important for the people
hosting the shows and the authorities and other
citizens to try to work together and, in Pelly’s words,
to start a dialogue, to create a thriving art
community. Having a thriving artistic community is
important to having a thriving city, an issue which
was brought up fairly extensively in the most recent
Boston mayoral election. Boston artist Kate Gilbert
has asked “What is the support for the artists who
may have big ideas, but don’t have the
connections?” That is exactly where DIY spaces
come into play.
Mary Kate McGrath, a writer for the online
publication Boston Hassle, states “It's hard for Boston
musicians to get traction and book shows at clubs
without a fan base. DIY venues are how they would
do so, so if you take that away it's impossible for the
art community to grow and reach its potential.” For
an unknown local band it’s a struggle to get booked
at bars and clubs, even at venues notorious for
booking smaller acts like the Middle East in
Cambridge and Allston’s Great Scott.
It is not only easier for a musician to get
exposure to the immediate audience at a house show,
but it is easier to get exposure through online content
as well. Videographer for the Boston music blog
Allston Pudding Colin Walsh states “One of the most
annoying things for me is strict rules regarding
camera and audio equipment for recording shows. A
lot of these smaller groups in the area don't have the
money for publicity, and… I would love to do what I
can to help, by making music videos or filming live
performances. Unfortunately, the bigger venues
won't allow professional equipment without paying a
fee so they can make something out of it. That's why
I prefer going to these smaller shows where
everything is more laid back and friendly, because it's
nice to see that everyone just wants to help each
other.” Many local bands do not have the funds to
create their own content so there needs to be noncommercialized spaces and organizations like Allston
Pudding or Boston Hassle to help them and,
subsequently, sustain the community.
Very few people are crazier about Boston
and its citizens than those involved in the arts
community—there are more opportunities in New
York City, so it takes someone very determined and
passionate about the city to try to make it in a
smaller, less career-driven place like Boston. Carl

Shane of local band Kal Marks has stated of
Boston’s music scene “There doesn't seem to be
much of a 'we're going to make it' attitude... it's more
just like 'we're going to do what we want to do'... In
other cities there is less camaraderie and more of a
rivalry.”
Boston bands do not shy away from supporting each
other’s artistic pursuits. This is evidenced by the
band Krill’s praise for their peers, as bassist Jonah
Furman told Liz Pelly “The stuff that really feels
influential to me is what’s happening now, like Fat
History Month, and Pile, and Speedy [Ortiz].” The
band also released an EP in February of 2014 titled
“Steve Hears Pile in Malden and Bursts into Tears”,a
concept album about a guy named Steve who
desperately wants to be in fellow Boston band Pile.
The sentiment goes all the way back to 1972.
That year, the band the Modern Lovers release their
self-titled album containing the song “Roadrunner”.
The song, which had an international influence on
punk music, is an ode to music and Massachusetts,
and has been seriously considered being named the
official song of the state by representative Marty
Walsh. There have since been many more would-be
anthems dedicated to the city, including 2011’s
“Cave Kids” by Girlfriends, an ode to the “cave kids
of Boston” AKA those in the underground DIY
scene, and this year’s “Boston, MA” by Free Pizza,
the music video for which was shot in Whitehaus and
features Sam Potrykus, members of Krill, and others
deeply involved in Boston DIY. What the law may
just see another public nuisance, the people involved
in DIY see it as a way to become connected to the
city’s community.
In 2012, Liz Pelly testified against the noise
ordinance in Boston’s City Hall. She argued “Noise
is not always unruly, noise can be reasonable and
productive—if that’s your art, your craft, and your
life’s work. Often in this city, I’ve seen people who are
just trying to share their art with their friends, being
[shut down] by the police. But a lot of these people
are very reasonable, and if their neighbors talked
directly to them, they’d be happy to work them. Take
these situations on a case by case basis, and take
music into consideration.” Though Whitehaus is not
able to host shows of the same raucous caliber as
they once did, there is still a prevailing sense of
camaraderie in the prolific house. It would be nearly
impossible to not have that feeling with a house full
of friends and strangers gathered together for the
same reason: to experience the finest art community
New England has to offer.
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Is That Your Final Answer?
The most important decision that you will probably ever make in your entire life. What dorm to pick at college.
By: Peri Lapidus

Photo Curtesy of bostinno.streetwise.co

In the end it all boils down to the simplest
question. Where do you thrive the most, and in
what aspect of your life is the most needy? It
may be a simple enough question, but the
answer is hard to come to.At Emerson College,
in Boston Mass., students have four on campus
housing options, each with their own pros and
cons list. In the end what each building comes
down to is quality vs quantity.
Out of the four housing options the Little
Building, nicknamed LB, has the most features
to offer a student. This building is the core of
Emerson's non existent campus and is also the
schools main housing building. Little Building is
where most of the students live and it also has
most of emerson’s student facilities. Some of
these facilities include the dining hall which is
the students main source of (passable) food, the
c-store which offers snacks at the most ungodly
hours, and it also has the well equipped fitness
center that all students can use. However the
rooms are not of the best quality, they are pretty
old and sadly need the help of an interior
designer. Also you have to share a bathroom
with the entire floor, unless you live in one of
the few available suites. On the flip side the
building also has a very avid student life, with
an array of fun and entertaining events. Out of
all of Emerson’s housing options it is by far the
most social.

Little Buildings biggest rival is called Piano Row,
or to the local Emersonian’s Prow, located a few
buildings down. The first reason it rivals Little
Building is the fact that it’s closer to Boloco; (Lets
be real, this is a very important important factor).
In piano row the only living option is to live in
suite, with each room in the suites being a double
(which minimizes the added bonus of living in a
suite), however the rooms in Piano Row are
probably the nicest. The buildings only has
common rooms on every other floor which has
made Piano row known for having a less active
social then Little building. The main features that
Piano building has to offer (beside the quality of
living) is the Max Mutchnick center, better
known as the Max, which offers food that is
much tastier then what the Dining Hall has to
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